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22  De Muurtjes 
During a dyke strengthening in the 1960s, a 
coupure (opening) was made that could be 
closed with stop logs during high water. 
Because of its masonry, the coupure is 
nicknamed ‘De Muurtjes’ (The Walls).

Continue straight on into town via 
the Havendijk.

23  Vishal
Built in classicist style, the Vishal (Fish Hall) 
dates from 1787. Between 1788 and 1940, 
fresh sea and river fish was auctioned here 
every Friday. In front of the fish hall you’ll see 
a statue of Manus van Empel, Culemborg’s 
last town crier. The intermediate canal is the 
former Schoteldoek harbour. In front of the 
bridge there used to be a city gate that gave 
access to the city centre. You now arrive at 
Den Scherpen Hoek 

At the junction with the mural, turn 
diagonally right into Achterstraat.

De muurtjes

Vishal
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24  Jan van Riebeeckhuis 
The Huis de Fonteyn, also known as Jan van 
Riebeeckhuis. This 16th century building was 
the birthplace of Jan van Riebeeck, founder 
of a Dutch colony at the Cape of Good Hope. 
The history of Culemborg is closely intert-
wined with that of South Africa.

25  Pietersgasthuis
The Pietersgasthuis (a remnant of the 
original building) is one of the oldest 
buildings in Culemborg. From 1386 onwards 
it provided shelter to poor travellers and the 
sick. Wounded soldiers were nursed here as 
well. The complex also included a farm and a 
chapel. Old bills show that the building 
served as a place of shelter/hospital well 
into the 16th century.

Pietersgasthuis

Jan van Riebeeckhuis
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26  Lutheran Church 
In the Dutch ‘Disaster Year’ of 1672, the French 
army invaded Culemborg. After they had left, 
Count Georg Friedrich of Waldeck-Pyrmont 
decided to convert the chapel of the Pieters-
gasthuis into a Lutheran Church.

So-called Luther roses adorn the pilasters of 
the Lutheran Church, whose bell tower is 
topped with a swan. These symbols are clear 
indications that this is a Lutheran church..

Keep going straight after the 
crossroads, following Herenstraat. Then 
turn left into Vierheemskinderenstraatje. 
At the end turn left onto the Markt and 
walk straight back to Oude Vismarkt.

27  Oude Vismarkt 
If you look closely, you’ll discover an unusual 
scene on the grey gable stone above the side 
door of the town hall annex. In 1428 a battle 
was going on for the position of Bishop of 
Utrecht, which involved Zweder van 
Culemborg. Jan van Buren, who supported 
the other candidate for the job, tried to 
capture both the city and Zweder with his 
army. The attack failed and Van Buren was 
hacked to pieces at the fish market by 
Culemborg fishwives.

Lutheran Church

Gable stone next to town hall
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